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To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Bakewell 
Rural  District  Council. 

Mr  Lord  Duke  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
upon  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Bakewell  Rural  District 
during  the  year  1925.  This  Report  is  a “ Survey  Report  ” as 
defined  in  the  Circular  648  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  are  asked  to  deal  comprehensively  with, 

(а)  the  measure  of  progress  made  during  the  preceding  five  years, 

(б)  the  extent  and  character  of  the  changes  made  during  that 
period  in  the  public  health  services  of  the  area,  and  (c)  any  further 
action  of  importance  contemplated  or  considered  advisable.  Your 
Council  will  therefore  appreciate  that  a Report  of  some  length  is 
inevitable. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  in  Acres  ...  •••  ...  ...  81,684 

Population  Census,  1921  ...  ...  ...  18,671 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1925  ...  18,270 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  Census,  1921  ...  4,715 

Number  of  Families  or  separate  Occupiers  ...  4,746 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  £128,977 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £431 


The  Physical  Features  and  general  character  of  the  District  are 
in  so  large  an  area,  necessarily  varied.  Geologically  the  district 
may  be  said  to  be  capable  of  two  main  sub-divisions,  one  portion 
in  which  the  mountain  limestone  is  predominant,  with  here  and 
there  outcrops  of  volcanic  larva ; the  other  portion  consisting  of 
Yoredale  grit  and  shale,  with  mill  stone  grit  measures  along  the 
eastern  boundary.  As  would  be  expected  the  former,  is  more  or 
less  mountainous,  and  not  very  tree  clad,  the  latter  having  more 
streams  and  a more  wooded  condition. 
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The  social  conditions  are  varied.  The  occupations  of  the 
inhabitants  are  agricultural  ; quarrying  for  limestone  and  grit- 
stone ; boot  and  shoe  making ; weaving  of  cotton  and  silk,  and 
certain  other  industries  carried  out  on  a lesser  scale.  One  of  the 
most  important  occupations  is  that  of  Dairy  Farming,  a consider- 
able quantity  of  milk  being  produced  in  the  District. 

At  the  Census,  1921,  it  was  found  that  whilst  in  the  whole  of 
the  County  of  Derbyshire  agricultural  workers  comprised  67  out 
of  every  1,000  males,  in  the  Bakewell  Rural  District  the  number 
was  231  per  1,000  males;  and  whilst  stone  quarriers  comprised 
8 per  1,000  males,  the  figure  for  the  Bakewell  Rural  District  was 
62  per  1,000  males. 

These  figures  give  some  idea  of  the  extent  of  these  two  industries 
in  your  District. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  total  number  of  Births  during  the  Year  was  306,  of  these 
144  were  males  and  62  females.  This  number  includes  13 
illegitimate  births,  10  males  and  3 females. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  16' 19  per  1,000  of  the  Population  adjusted 
for  estimating  birth  and  death  rates.  The  Birth  Rate  for  the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales  during  the  same  period  has  been 
estimated  at  18'3  per  1,000  of  the  Population. 

The  total  Deaths  from  all  causes  was  251.  This  figure  includes 
126  males  and  125  females.  This  gives  a Death  Rate  of  13'7  per 
1,000  of  the  adjusted  Population  as  compared  with  a Death  Rate 
of  12'2  per  1,000  during  1924,  and  a rate  of  12'2  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  during  1925. 

Two  deaths  were  attributed  to  Puerperal  Sepsis,  a rate  of 
6‘5  per  1,000  Registered  Births. 

Seventeen  children  under  one  year  of  age  died,  1 1 males  and 
6 females,  equivalent  to  an  Infantile  Death  Rate  of  55’5  per  1,000 
Registered  Births,  the  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  during  the 
same  period  being  75  per  1,000. 


One  of  the  deaths  in  children  under  one  year  of  age  was  a male 
illegitimate  child. 

Heart  Disease  with  46  deaths,  20  males  and  26  females,  is  as 
usual  the  cause  of  the  heaviest  mortality,  and  to  this  figure  may 
be  added  1 1 deaths,  8 males  and  3 females,  caused  by  arterios- 
clerosis. Cancer  with  23  deaths,  12  male  and  11  female,  comes 
next  on  the  list.  To  Influenza  was  attributed  14  deaths,  9 males 
and  5 females.  One  death  was  due  to  Diphtheria,  one  to  Whooping 
Cough  and  one  to  Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidized  by  the  Local  Authority  or  by 
the  County  Council. 

1.  Tuberculosis.  Patients  from  this  District  are  treated,  as 
occasion  requires,  in  the  Sanitoria  provided  by  the  County  Council.  ^ 

2.  Maternity.  No  Maternity  Hospital  exists  in  the  District. 
Patients  have,  however,  been  admitted  from  this  District  into  the 
Maternity  Home  provided  by  the  County  Council  and  situate  at 
Ashbourne. 

3.  Children.  There  is  no  special  provision  in  the  District. 

4.  Fever.  The  Hospital  accommodation  provided  is  that  of  The 
Haddon  Joint  Hospital  Board.  Six  beds  are  provided,  for  Scarlet 
Fever  only,  at  the  Whitworth  Hospital,  Darley  Dale,  outside  the 
Bakewell  Rural  District.  This  Hospital  provision  is  shared  with 
five  other  Sanitary  Authorities  with  a combined  population  at  the 
Census  1921  of  34,382.  The  paucity  of  accommodation  in  epidemic 
times  needs  no  words  of  mine  to  emphasise.  During  the  latter 
part  of  the  Year  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  whose  friends  were  only 
too  anxious  should  go  into  Hospital,  were  obliged  to  remain  at 
home,  there  being  no  accommodation  for  them. 

There  is  no  Hospital  provision  for  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever  or 
other  infectious  Fever. 
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5.  S.MALL-Pox.  The  Haddon  Joint  Hospital  Board  provide  a 
Hospital  of  eight  beds  at  Foolow  situated  within  your  District. 

Ambulance  Facilities,  (a)  For  infectious  cases.  There  is  no 
proper  Ambulance  for  the  conveyance  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
to  Hospital.  True,  a vehicle  for  the  purpose  is  provided  under 
contract,  which  recent  experience  appears  to  show  is  not  always 
immediately  available.  This  vehicle  was  not  constructed  for  and 
is  not  suitable  for  the  purpose  it  is  called  upon  to  serve.  Year 
after  year  I have  similarly  criticised  this  arrangement,  but  all  1 can 
report  is — “ No  change.” 

(b)  For  non-infectioLis  cases.  Motor  Ambulances,  provided 
by  the  Red  Cross  Society  and  housed  at  convenient  centres,  are 
available. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.  There  is  an  Infant  Welfare 
Centre  at  Tideswell  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the  County 
Council.  There  are  Infant  Welfare  Centres  under  the  control  of 
local  Committees,  and  due  to  very  laudable  private  enterprise  at 
other  places  in  the  Bakewell  Rural  District. 

Treatment  Clinics  for  children  attending  the  Public  Elementary 
Schools  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  at  centres  convenient 
for  this  and  other  neighbouring  Authorities  areas. 

This  also  applies  to  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries,  two  of  which,  one 
at  Chinley  the  other  at  Matlock,  more  especially  deal  with  patients 
from  this  District. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority.  This 
includes  a part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  one  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  Surveyor  who  devotes  the  whole  of  his  time  to  the 
duties  of  his  Office.  The  Health  visitors  who  work  in  the  District 
are  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home,  (a)  General.  District 
Nurses  are  available  in  some  of  the  larger  villages  or  groups  of 
villages,  established  by  private  enterprise,  and  affiliated  with  the 
County  Nursing  Association. 
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(h)  For  Infectious  disease.  I have  not  considered  it  necessary 
to  advise  the  provision  of  this  assistance  during  the  year. 

Midwives.  Your  Authority  do  not  subsidise  any  of  the  Midwives 
who  practice  in  the  District.  In  a previous  Annual  Report  I 
said  : — 

There  are  some  Villages  in  the  Bakewell  Rural  District  who 
“ have  no  skilled  midwife  easily  available  ; the  area  which  suffers 
“ most  in'this*respect  being  one  including  Monyash,  Flagg,  Sheldon 
“ and^Taddington.  The  subsidising  of  a midwife  who  should  work 
“ in  this  district  is  one  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Local  Super- 
“ vising  Authority  might  well  be  directed.” 

The  paragraph  appeared  to  escape  notice,  as  so  many  paragraphs 
of  Annual  Reports  appear  to  do.  The  need  of  this  particular 
locality  is  my  excuse  for  again  drawing  attention  to  it,  and  I hope 
the  result  may  be  that  a very  pressing  need  is  provided  for. 

Legislation  in  Force.  The  following  Adoptive  Acts  are  in 
force  in  the  District,  with  the  date  upon  which  the  particular  Act 
or  portion  of  Act  became  operative  : — 

The  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Adopted  February  27th,  1893. 

So  much  of  Part  III.  of  the  Public  Health  Act  Amendment 
Act,  1890,  as  applies  to  Rural  Districts. 

Adopted  June  14th,  1897. 

Part  IV.  of  the  same  Act. 

Adopted  April  9th,  1921. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1907,  relating  to  Public 
Conveniences. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water.  It  will  be  well  if,  under  this  heading,  I describe  shortly 
the  method  of  water-supply  for  each  of  the  Townships  in  the 
District,  indicating  at  the  end  those  places  which,  in  my  opinion, 
are  most  in  need  of  a water  supply  or  an  improved  supply. 


8 


Abney  and  Abney  Grange.  Population  56,  A natural  supply 
of  pure  upland  water.  The  supply  is  a private  undertaking,  is  laid 
on  to  each  house,  and,  for  the  present  population,  more  than 
ample. 

Aldvvarke.  Population  42.  Roof  water  collected  in  large 
tanks,  augmented  by  springs.  It  is  not  laid  on,  and  has  not  failed, 

Ashford.  Population  695.  Stoke  Platt  Water.  Laid  on.  An 
upland  water  of  excellent  quality  and  free  from  risks  of  pollution 
at  its  source.  There  are  two  service  Reservoirs,  one  near  Rowland, 
the  other  near  Little  Longstone,  from  which  the  villages  connected 
with  scheme  are  supplied  by  gravitation.  This  water  is  exceedingly 
pure,  and  to  obviate  the  risk  of  lead  absorption  is  filtered  through 
lime  at  the  source. 

Beeley.  Population  317.  A good  supply  of  water  from  the 
Fallinge.  The  water  is  laid  on. 

Bradwell.  Population  1,325.  Bradwell  is  supplied  by  water 
from  Abney  Moor,  the  water  gravitating  from  service  reservoirs  on 
Bradwell  Edge.  Some  of  the  houses,  a small  number,  are  at  too 
high  an  elevation  above  the  service  reservoirs  to  receive  a supply. 
The  water,  'which  is  laid  on,  is  of  good  quality  and  in  ample 
quantity,  and  since  the  mains  had  attention,  after  1919,  the  service 
has  been  satisfactory. 

Birchover,  Population  97.  The  upper  portion  of  Birchover, 
from  the  “ Red  Lion  Inn  ” and  upwards,  the  supply  is  from  the 
Breech  Well.  It  is  laid  on  to  four  houses,  and  to  four  public 
taps.  Prom  below  the  “ Red  Lion  Inn  ” to  the  top  of  The  Miers 
from  a spring  known  as  the  Back  o’th  Hill  to  a trough.  The 
Vicarage  takes  its  supply  from  the  same  source,  the  water  being 
laid  on.  The  houses  in*  The  Miers  are  supplied  from  a spring,  the 
water  being  conducted  into  a trough.  Spring  water  conducted  to 
a trough  also  supplies  Eagle  Tor.  The  supply  of  water  is  ample. 
Although  some  portions  of  the  above  are  in  the  Parish  of  Stanton- 
in-Peak  they  help  to  constitute  the  Village  of  Birchover. 
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Brushfield.  Population  32.  This  hamlet  depends  upon  springs 
coming  out  of  the  limestone. 

Blackwell.  Population  59.  This  place  has  no  satisfactory 
water  supply.  It  was  at  one  time  suggested  that  Blackwell  be 
supplied  from  Taddington.  The  Taddington  Parish  Council 
objected  to  this  on  the  grounds  that  there  would  be  a real  risk  of 
Taddington  being,  as  a result,  short  of  water. 

Calver.  Population  404.  Stoke  Platt  Water. 

Chelmorton.  Population  342.  A natural  supply  of  water, 
collected  from  the  limestone. 

Chatsworth.  Population  50.  Edensor.  Population  206,  and 
PiLSLEY.  Population  187.  These  three  Villages  are  supplied 
from  service  reservoirs  collecting  an  upland  water  of  good  quality. 

CuRBAR.  Population  329.  Supply  is  from  a water  collected 
from  the  adjacent  moorland.  The  quality  is  good.  Provision  has 
been  made  for  an  augmented  supply  from  the  Stoke  Platt  Scheme 
if  this  should  become  necessary. 

Eyah.  Population  1,175.  A small  detached  portion  of  Eyam, 
forming  a portion  of  Stoney  Middleton,  is  supplied  by  the  Stoke 
Platt  Water.  The  Village  of  Eyam  itself  is  supplied  from  Springs 
which  is  collected  in  troughs  from  which  it  is  carried  by  the 
inhabitants.  In  the  Autumn  of  1925  I attended  a Ministry  of 
Health  Enquiry  held  to  consider  the  adoption  of  a Scheme  of  water 
supply  for  Eyam.  The  Scheme  was  to  bring  water  from  springs  to  > 
a service  reservoir  from  which  the  Village  will  be  supplied  by 
gravitation.  The  quality  and  quantity  of  the  water  are  satisfactory. 
This  Scheme,  estimated  to  cost  about  £9,850,  has  received  the 
sanction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  result  will  be  that  a very 
pressing  need  will  be  amply  met. 

Eya.m  Woodlands.  Population  519.  The  main  portion  of 
this  district  is  supplied  by  gravitation  with  a water  collected  from 
the  neighbourhood  moorland. 
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Elton.  Population  379.  The  Village  depends  upon  a well  at  the 
bottom  of  Well  Street,  and  upon  water  collected  from  the  roofs  of 
buildings  stored  in  tanks.  The  supply  is  inadequate,  and  the 
water  is  not  satisfactory.  I have  advised  that  a combined  Scheme 
to  supply  Elton  and  Winster  would  be  the  best  solution  of  this 
difficulty.  The  water  is  available  and  both  these  Villages  could  be 
supplied  by  gravitation.  The  Population  of  Elton  in  1831  was 
499,  and  compared  with  the  Population  at  the  Census  in  1911  the 
present  number  of  inhabitants  shows  a reduction  of  61. 

Flagg.  Population  217.  A Scheme  for  an  improved  water 
supply  for  Flagg  is  in  process  of  being  carried  out.  Water,  pumped 
from  a mine  shaft,  is  to  be  piped  to  a Stand-pipe,  from  which 
water  will  be  carried  by  the  inhabitants. 

Foolow.  Population  136.  The  supply  is  inadequate,  and  in  a 
dry  season  water  is  scarce.  Water  is  collected  in  troughs  and  there 
are  two  wells.  The  water  is  hard  and  not  free  from  risk  of 
pollution. 

Froggatt.  Population  133.  Supplied  by  the  Stoke  Flatt 
Scheme. 

Gratton.  Population  25.  Supplied  from  “The  Spout,”  the 
water  is  laid  on  to  the  houses,  the  supply  is  ample. 

Grange  Mill.  Population  24.  Supply  from  the  Spothouse 
spring.  The  water  is  laid  on  from  the  Cheese  Factory  main,  and 
has  never  failed. 

Grindlow.  Population  45.  Great  Hucklow.  Population  219. 
Both  these  Villages  are  supplied  with  water  from  a neighbouring 
moor  called  Camphill.  The  water  is  a pure  upland  water,  but  in 
its  course  to  the  Villages,  in  an  open  runlet  passing  through  agricul- 
tural land  it  is  liable  to  pollution.  If  this  water  could  he  piped  from 
its  source  a satisfactory  supply  of  water  is  available. 

Hassop.  Population  115.  Supplied  from  the  Stoke  Flatt 
Scheme. 
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Hathersage.  Population  1,696.  A water  collected  on  the 
highlands  above  Hathersage.  The  quantity  is  sufficient  for  present 
needs,  but  a more  satisfactory  supply  of  water  for  this  Village  is 
needed.  This  question  has  been  under  consideration  for  some 
time,  and  your  Engineers  are  engaged  in  operations  with  the  object 
of  formulating  a satisfactory  scheme. 

Hucklow,  Little.  Population  127.  An  unsatisfactory  supply 
from  wells,  the  water  from  which  is  hard. 

Hazlebadge.  Population  47.  Hazlebadge  obtains  a supply  of 
water  from  the  Moor  Edge. 

Hartington-Middle-Quarter.  Population  405.  An  inadequate 
supply  from  roof  water  and  wells.  At  CROWDicoTe  the  supply  is 
augmented  by  water  taken  from  the  river  Dove. 

Haddon,  Over.  Population  213.  Over  Haddon  is  partly  supplied 
by  water  from  the  river  Lathkill  driven  up  to  the  Village  by  a Ram, 
partly  from  water  collected  from  roofs,  and  partly  from  a well.  It 
is  laid  on  to  some  of  the  houses  only.  The  supply  from  the  river 
Lathkill  is  a private  one.  Over  Haddon  has  a good  supply. 

Haddon,  Nether.  Population  21.  This  little  hamlet  takes  its 
supply  from  the  Fallinge,  the  water  supplied  to  the  Towm  of 
Bakewell.  The  water  is  laid  on.  There  is  an  abundant  supply  of 
a very  good  water. 

Harthill.  Population  64.  The  water  supply  comes  from 
Harthill  Moor,  it  is  laid  on,  and  is  satisfactory. 

Highlow.  Population  52.  Water  is  obtained  from  a well.  For 
the  population  the  quantity  is  ample. 

Litton  and  Cressbrook.  Population  870.  Litton  is  supplied 
by  water  from  the  Tideswell  supply,  through  a Meter.  Cressbrook 
is  supplied  by  water  pumped  from  a spring  rising  in  the  Limestone 
Measures,  to  a reservoir  which  is  situated  above  the  village.  Though 
a hard  water  it  is  pure. 

Longstone,  Great.  Population  470.  Supplied  by  the  Stoke  Flatt 
Scheme.  Water  laid  on. 
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Longstone,  Little.  Population  167.  Supplied  by  the  Stoke 
Flatt  Scheme. 

Monyash.  Population  350.  The  supply  is  from  two  wells  and 
a large  open  mere  in  the  Village.  The  wells  have  not  failed,  but 
in  dry  seasons  there  is  a shortage  of  water. 

Middleton-by-Youlgreave.  Population  240.  The  supply  is 
taken  from  the  river  Bradford.  Partly  laid  on  and  partly  to  public 
taps.  This  supply  has  proved  satisfactory. 

Nether  Padley.  Population  165.  A natural  water  supply.  As 
this  is  rapidly  becoming  a residential  centre  the  question  of  a water 
supply  for  Nether  Padley  may  become  a question  in  the  future. 

Offerton.  Population  15.  An  adequate  supply  of  an  upland 
water. 

OuTSEATS.  Population  329.  A moorland  water  which  fairly 
meets  the  present  needs. 

PiLSLEY.  Population  187.  See  under  Chatsworth. 

Rowsley  and  Alport.  Population  338.  Rowsley  has  a good 
supply  of  water  laid  on  to  the  houses.  It  comes  from  Brock’s  Well 
at  Pilhough.  Alport  has  the  same  supply  as  Harthill  quod  vide. 

Rowland.  Population  42.  Supplied  by  the  Stoke  Flatt  Scheme. 

Stoke.  Population  56.  Supplied  by  the  Stoke  Flatt  Scheme. 

Stanton.  Population  797.  The  Village  of  Stanton-in-Peak  has 
a good  supply  of  water  from  the  Breech  Well.  Public  Taps  are 
provided.  Stanton  Lees  is  supplied  from  the  overflow  from  the 
water  supply  of  the  South  Darley  Urban  District.  There  are 
Public  Taps,  and  about  four  of  the  houses  have  water  laid  on. 

Pilhough  also  has  an  adequate  supply  for  the  needs,  the  water 
being  carried  from  Brock’s  well. 

Sheldon.  Population  124.  Water  j-ising  in  the  limestone  in 
Taddington  Dale  is  collected  and  pumped  to  a service  reservoir  at 
the  top  of  Sheldon,  whence  it  is  supplied  by  gravitation.  In  dry 
seasons  this  supply  has  had  to  be  augmented  by  water  from  the 
river  Wye,  a source  not  free  from  suspicion. 
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Stoney  Middleton.  Population  531.  Supplied  by  the  Stoke 
Flatt  Scheme. 

Tideswell.  Population  1,973.  Water  collected  in  the  limestone 
measures  above  the  Town  of  Tideswell.  Certain  houses  which 
have  not  a supply  laid  on  from  the  service  main  take  their  water 
from  Public  Taps  placed  in  various  parts  of  tbe  Town.  As  will 
have  been  gathered  from  the  source  of  the  supply  this  water  has  a 
fairly  high  degree  of  hardness. 

Taddington  and  Priestcliffe.  Population  386.  Taddington 
is  supplied  from  a spring  in  the  limestone  some  distance  above  the 
Village.  The  water  is  conveyed  in  pipes,  and  the  majority  of  the 
houses  have  water  laid  on. 

Wheston.  Population  46.  The  supply  is  from  a spring  in  the 
limestone  augmented  by  water  collected  in  tanks  collected  from 
the  roofs  of  the  houses  and  buildings. 

WiNSTER.  Complaint  of  the  deficiencies  of  the  water  supply  for 
Winster  have  not  not  been  so  insistent  during  the  past  year  as  is 
. usual.  I do  not  attribute  this  to  any  improvement  in  the  supply, 
rather  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  prolonged  period  of  drought.  I 
have  in  other  Annual  Reports  dealt  with  this  subject  at  some  length. 
There  is  ample  water  available  for  the  supply  both  of  Winster  and 
Elton,  but  this  would  entail  the  construction  of  a larger  reservoir. 
As  I have  before  pointed  out  the  most  satisfactory  solution  would  be 
for  your  Council  to  take  over  the  control  of  the  water  supply  for 
Winster. 

Wardlow  and  Wardlow  Miers.  The  supply  for  this  Village  is 
from  springs  in  the  mountain  limestone.  The  top  well  has  been 
covered  over  and  a pump  erected.  In  a very  dry  season  shortage 
of  water  occurs. 

Youlgreave  is  supplied  by  water  collected  in  the  Blakeley 
Plantation.  It  is  laid  on  and  also  supplied  to  Public  Taps.  The 
supply  is  adequate. 
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From  the  foregoing  it  will  have  been  gathered  that  the  Townships 
the  water  supply  of  which  require  attention  are  as  follows: — 
Blackwell. 

Elton. 

Foolow. 

Hartington-Middle-Quarter. 

Hucklow,  Little. 

Hucklow,  Great,  and  Grindlow. 

Monyash. 

Winster. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  More  or  less  pollution  of  the  rivers  and 
streams  in  the  District  occurs  of  necessity.  The  amount  of  pollution 
depends  upon  two  factors,  (i)  the  size  of  the  Township,  and  (ii) 
whether  or  no  any  means  have  been  adopted  to  deal  with  the  sewage 
matter  produced  before  it  enters  the  stream,  its  natural  outlet. 
Another  factor  contributes  in  a lesser  way,  that  is  the  distance  of 
the  Village  from  the  stream  and  the  ease  or  otherwise  of  access 
depending  upon  the  physical  configuration  of  the  district.  It  is 
therefore  to  be  expected  that  a list  of  the  larger  Villages  which  have 
no  sewage  disposal  scheme  will  also  be  a list  of  those  places  where 
the  grosser  pollution  takes  place,  and  to  obviate  repetition  i would 
direct  attention  to  the  next  section  of  this  Report  which  deals  with 
sewage  and  sewage  disposal. 

Drainage  and  Sew'erage.  In  five  of  the  Townships  in  your 
District  you  have  carried  out  complete  systems  of  sewerage 
collection  and  disposal  as  follows : — 

Hathersage, 

Longstone,  Little, 

Stoney  Middleton, 

Tideswell  and 
Winster. 

At  Longstone,  Little,  the  principal  adopted  is  treatment  on  land 
after  settlement  in  Tanks,  in  the  others  the  method  adopted  is 
precipitation  by  means  of  alumino-ferric. 
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Certain  of  the  larger  Villages  are  in  need  of  Sewerage  Disposal 
Schemes,  and  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1924  I set  down  these  in 
order  of  necessity  as  follows  : — 


Eyam, 

Ashford,  Youlgreave  and  Eyam  Woodlands, 
Bradwell  and  Calver, 

Great  Longstone. 


This  fairly  represents  the  need  at  the  present  time.  Something 
has  been  done  to  deal  with  some  portion  of  the  sewerage  at  Eyam. 
The  sewerage  from  the  upper  part  of  the  Village  has  been  taken  to 
a tank  in  the  Delph  where  a certain  amount  of  settlement  occurs 
before  it  passes  on.  Eyam,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  is  just  now 
providing  itself  with  a water  supply  at  a heavy  cost,  and  it  cannot 
be  fairly  asked  to  shoulder  the  additional  burden  of  a sewerage 
scheme.  There  is  one  matter,  however,  to  which  I would  direct 
very  special  attention,  that  is,  when  the  water  supply  does  come 
into  operation  care  should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  wholesale 
conversion  of  existing  closets  into  water  closets.  If  this  care  is  not 
exercised  a large  volume  of  sewerage  will  be  produced  for  which 
there  is  absolutely  no  adequate  provision  and  the  result  would  be 
disastrous.  An  example  of  this  is  to  be  found  at  Great  Longstone 
where  before  the  water  supply  was  improved  practically  no  water 
closets  existed  and  a comparatively  small  volume  of  slop  water  only 
had  to  be  dealt  with.  Since  the  water  supply  was  improved  upwards 
of  fifty  water  closets  have  come  into  existence  with  the  result  that 
the  question  of  a sewerage  disposal  scheme  for  this  Village  is 
becoming  a very  pressing  need. 

Closet  Accommodation.  In  a District  such  as  this  closets  on 
the  conservancy  system  must,  of  neccessity,  predominate.  The 
approximate  number  of  each  type  of  closet  in  the  District  at  the 
close  of  the  Year  1925  is  : — 


Privy  Middens 
Pail  Closets 
Water  Closets 


2572. 

1057. 

730. 
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The  conversion  of  the  insanitary  privy  midden,  often  with  an 
unroofed  ill-defined  midden-stead,  is  a matter  which  I regard  as 
one  of  great  importance.  Where  sewage  collection  and  disposal 
schemes  together  with  an  adequate  water  supply  exist,  the  conversion 
to  water  closets  is  advised,  elsewhere  an  approved  type  of  privy 
midden  is  asked  for,  and  I advise  that  the  midden-stead  shall  be  of 
small  dimensions,  so  as  to  entail  frequent  emptying. 

Scavenging.  Scavenging  is  undertaken  in  the  following  seven 
Townships  : — 

Ashford, 

Beeley, 

Bradwell, 

Calver, 

Eyam, 

Hathersage,  and 
Tideswell. 

At  Beeley,  the  work  is  undertaken  by  the  owner  of  the  property. 
In  the  other  Townships  it  is  carried  out  under  contract.  In  two 
of  these  localites,  Bradwell  and  Tideswell,  the  removal  of  dry  refuse 
only  is  undertaken,  leaving  the  contents  of  closets,  that  most  difficult 
for  the  householder  to  deal  with,  untouched  by  the  Scavenger.  As 
I have  before  pointed  out  a system  of  scavenging  becomes  of  prime 
importance  in  places  imperfectly  provided  with  sewage  collection 
and  disposal  schemes.  Such  places  which  have  no  organised  system 
of  scavenging  are  : — 

Birchover, 

Monyash, 

Stanton-in-Peak,  and 
Youlgreave. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  The  work  done  under  this 
section  is  shown  in  the  table  which  follows.  In  addition  to  this  I 
have  made  numerous  inspections  in  various  parts  of  the  District, 
both  accompanied  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  alone. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR, 

1925. 


Bakewell  Rural  Sanitary  District. 

Navie  of  Inspector — ALFRED  GREEN. 

Area  of  District  81,684  Acres.  Estimated  No.  of  Houses  4,715. 
New  Houses  Erected  1925,  24. 

Housinr  and  Town  Planning— 

No.  of  Houses  Representations  Number  Number 

Inspected  No.  Unfit  made  to  Local  Closing  Repaired  Repaired 

under  for  Autliority  as  to  Orders  without  Closing  after  Closing 

Section  17.  Habitation.  Closing  Orders.  Made.  Order.  Order  made. 

8.  1 Nil.  Nil.  G Nil. 


Number 

Closed. 

1 


Number 

Demolished. 

Nil. 


Number  Repaired 
Voluntarily. 

Nil. 


Number  of 
Informal  Notices 
Served  by 
Sanitary 
Inspector. 


Drainage — 

No  Di.sconnection  of  Waste  Pipe  ...  9 

Defective  Waste  Pipe,  Traps,  Inlets, 

and  Drains  55 

Drains  Obstructed  47 

Closets  and  Ashpits — 

Defective  Privies,  Pail  Closets  and 

Ashpits  (Not  for  Conversion)  19 
Conversion  of  Privies  into  W.C.’s  ...  18 

Conversion  of  Pail  Closets  into  W.C ’s  4 
Conversion  of  Privies  into  Pail  Closets  40 

Defective  Water  Closets  — 

Provision  of  Additional  Water  Closets  10 
Provision  of  Portable  Ashbins  ...  25 

Dirty  Closets  — 

Other  Defects — 

Paving  of  Courts  and  Yards 
Roofs,  Eaves-Spouts  & Dpwi 

Sinks  

Insufficient  Ventilation 
Windows 

Dampness 

Water  in  Cellars 
Water  Supply 
Overcrowding 
Foul  Condition  of  Houses 
Offensive  Accumulations 
Animals  improperly  kept 

Pigsties  ' 

Smoke  Nuisances 

Urinals  

Nuisances  not  specified  above 


Number  of 
Legal  Notices 
served  by 
Local 
Authority. 


Spouts  23 


6 

4 

12 

2 

14 

3 

4 
42 

2 

1 

2 

24 


T 

2 

1 

1 

6 


Totals 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 

Bakehouses  ...  

Slaughterhouses  ...  . 

Offensive  Trades 

Common  Lodging-houses 


366 


27 


Number  on 
Register. 
303 
30 
49 
3 


Inspections 

Made. 

75 

35 
197 

36 


343 


Notices 

Served. 


Number  of 
Nuisances 
abated  with 
or  without 
Notice. 

9 

53 

47 


16 

18 

4 

40 

10 

25 


20 

6 

4 

10 

2 

14 

2 

3 

42 

2 

1 

2 

20 

350 

Nuisances 
Abated  with  or 
without  Notice. 


10 


10 


Totals  ...  385 

Infected  Rooms  Disinfected — Number,  36.  Method,  Formalin  Lamps. 

Samples  submitted  for  Examination  Water,  9. 

Signed,  ALFRED  GREEN. 

Cert.  Royal  San.  Institute. 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  There  are  now  no  Common  Lodging 
Houses  in  the  District. 

Offensive  Trades.  Offensive  Trades  are  carried  on  in  three 
places,  at  Great  Longstone,  Monyash  and  Wardlow.  The  Trade 
carried  on  in  each  place  is  that  of  a Fell-monger. 

There  are  no  underground  sleeping  rooms  within  the  District. 

Bake-houses.  There  are  thirty  Bake-houses  on  the  Register. 
No  defects  have  been  found  during  the  year.  These  places  are 
invariably  kept  clean  and  the  Bye-laws  relating  to  them  are  observed. 

Schools.  From  the  inception  of  Medical  Inspection  of  School 
Children  I have  been  responsible  for  this  work,  at  first  in  the 
Northern  Division  of  the  Bakewell  Rural  District  and  later  for  the 
whole  of  that  District.  During  that  time  I have  seen  many 
improvements  carried  out  in  the  school  buildings  and  surroundings, 
not  a few  at  my  suggestion,  which  will  make  for  the  future  well 
being  of  the  children.  In  September,  1925,  I resigned  this  position, 
not  without  many  regrets  and  not  without  serious  consideration, 
for  it  was  a work  in  which  I felt  especial  interest,  but  I became 
more  and  more  impressed  with  the  fact  that  with  my  other  duties 
it  was  not  possible  to  carry  it  on.  So  far  I am  aware  a successor 
has  not  been  appointed. 


HOUSING. 

(1.)  General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  Area.  Taking  the 
District  as  a whole  I cannot  say  that  there  is  any  very  pressing 
need  for  the  erection  of  houses.  Of  course,  if  houses  were  built 
they  would  readily  find  tenants,  but  it  would  be  found  that  many 
of  these  were  coming  from  neighbouring  Sanitary  Districts,  so  that, 
if  this  was  not  borne  in  mind,  a false  impression  of  the  housing 
needs  of  the  Bakew^ell  Rural  District  might  be  formed. 
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Some  sixty-two  houses  have  been  erected  in  various  Parishes, 
under  your  Council’s  Housing  Scheme. 

•Under  the  circumstances  noted  in  the  first  paragraph  of  this 
section  of  the  Report  it  seems  to  me  to  be  unnecessary  to  give 
separate  particulars  for  each  Parish,  for  it  would  often  be  a 
recapitulation  under  each  place  name. 

The  most  important  changes  in  population  during  the  period 
under  review  occur  at  Eyam  Woodlands,  where  the  population  of 
269  in  1901  became  one  of  519  in  1921  ; Hathersage,  where  the  1901 
population  of  1135  has  changed  to  one  of  1696  in  1921  ; and  Nether 
Padley  where  the  figures  are  44  in  1901  as  compared  with  165  in 
1921.  The  change  in  these  figures  is  in  each  instance  due  to 
improved  railway  facilities  enabling  people  employed  in  Sheffield  to 
come  to  reside  in  these  localities,  and  this  is  a section  of  the  public 
for  whom  a villa  type  of  residence  is,  in  the  majority  of  cases, 
required. 

(II.)  Overcrowding.  Three  cases  came  under  observation  In 
each  case  the  cause  was  the  same,  to  taking  in  as  lodgers  persons, 
who,  in  two  of  the  cases,  arrived  from  other  sanitary  areas.  The 
cases  occurred  at  Eyam,  Hathersage  and  Over  Haddon.  Two 
of  the  cases  were  remedied  soon  after  Notices  were  served. 

(III.)  Fitness  OF  Houses,  (l)  (a)  General  standard  of  housing 
in  the  area.  This  is  fairly  good  and  compares  well  with  that  of  any 
Rural  District  I am  acquainted  with. 

(b)  General  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist  in  unfit 
houses: — 

Defective  house  roofs,  including  defective  guttering  and  down- 
spouting. 

Defective  Ventilation.  This  is  often  aggravated  by  windows 
which  either  do  not  open  or  if  they  do  so,  insufficiently. 

Dampness  of  walls. 

Defective  floors. 

Defective  house  drains.  » 
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The  old  type  of  privy-midden,  frequently  too  close  to  the 
dwelling-place. 

Want  of  a dry  area  round  outside  walls.  In  certain  Parishes, 
where  the  configuration  of  the  ground  results  in  houses  being 
built  on  one  or  more  sides  into  the  ground,  the  want  of  a dry 
area  round  the  dwelling-house  is  especially  felt. 

(c)  The  defects  are  mainly  due  to  lack  of  supervision  over 
the  building  of  houses  in  days  gone  by.  In  this  connection  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  less  than  twenty-five  years  ago  there  were  no 
Building  Bye-laws  to  regulate  the  erection  of  houses  in  operation 
in  the  Bakewell  Rural  District. 

(2)  General  action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses.  Informal 
Notices  are  served  followed  by  Statutoi'y  Notices  if  necessary.  As 
a rule  the  Informal  Notice  is  all  that  is  required. 

(IV.)  Unhealthy  Areas.  These  cannot  be  said  to  exist  within 
the  Bakewell  Rural  District. 

(V.)  Bye-laws  relating  to  houses,  to  houses  let  in  lodgings,  and 
to  tents,  vans,  sheds,  &c.  The  revision  of  existing  Bye-laws  is  to 
be  dealt  with  in  the  near  future.  When  this  is  done  I hope  the 
question  of  Bye-laws  relating  to  tents  and  vans  will  be  considered. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

The  total  number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  was  twenty- 
four,  none  of  these  being  with  State  assistance  under  the  Housing 
Acts. 

The  Statistics  under  this  heading  will  be  found  in  the  Table 
which  appears  on  page  17  of  this  Report. 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling-houses. 

Inspection.  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  366 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District 
Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 
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Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  in  all 
respects  reasonable  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  Nil. 

2.  Bernedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  350 

(3)  Action  binder  Statutory  Poivers. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  393 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  350 

{d)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil, 

One  representation  was  made  with  a view  to  the  making  of  a 
Closing  Order,  and  one  Closing  Order  was  made.  No  Demolition 
Orders  were  made,  and  no  dwelling-houses  have  been  demolished 
in  pursuance  of  any  Order. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  -FOOD. 

{a)  Milk  Supply.  A considerable  quantity  of  milk  is  produced 
in  the  District,  much  of  it  being  sent  away  to  the  large  Towns. 

There  are  three  hundred  and  three  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops  on  the  Register,  an  increase  of  three  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year. 

No  Licences  have  been  granted  for  the  sale  of  milk  under  special 
designations,  classified  as  in  the  Fourth  Schedule  to  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Order,  1923. 
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(b)  Meat.  Slaughter-houses.  On  January  1st,  1925,  there 
were  forty-three  Slaughter-houses  on  the  Register,  and  on  December 
31st  of  the  same  year  the  number  was  forty-nine.  In  my  Annual 
Report  for  1920,  when  dealing  with  this  subject,  I pointed  out  that 
many  of  the  existing  slaughter-houses,  if  not  all  of  them,  were  not 
originally  built  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  now  used,  and, 
like  other  make-shifts,  they  are  not  eminently  suited  for  their 
present  purpose.  I have  previously  suggested  the  provision  of 
public  abattoirs  in  various  parts  of  the  District  to  which  animals 
could  be  taken  for  slaughter.  This  would  enable  your  Officers  to 
have  a more  efficient  control  of  meat  intended  for  human  consump- 
tion. At  the  present  time  there  is  no  public  abattoir  in  the  District. 
In  January,  1920,  there  were  thirty-five  Licenced  slaughter-houses, 
and  at  the  close  of  that  year  the  number  was  thirty-six. 

As  required,  the  number  of  private  slaughter-houses  in  the 
District  at  certain  dates  is  set  out  in  tabular  form  below : — 


In 

In  Jan., 

In  Dec. 

1920. 

1925. 

1925. 

Registered 

> 

43 

49 

Licenced 

35 

43 

49 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Infectious  Diseases  Generally.  The  most  noteworthy  feature 


of  the  prevalence  of  Infectious  Disease  during  the  period  1920-1925 
is  the  decline  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria.  The  number  of 


cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 

has  also  declined  but  in  a lesser  degree. 

This  is  brought  out 

in  the  following  Table  which  shows  the 

number  of  each  of  these  diseases  during  that 

period : — 

Year. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

1920 

53 

41 

1921 

33 

51 

1922 

4 

63 

1923 

7 

57 

1924 

3 

32 

1925 

3 

22 

23 


There  was  no  serious  epidemic  of  either  disease  during  that 
period,  the  cases  being  spread  over  the  year  and  scattered  through 
the  district. 

Diphtheria  Antito.\in  is  supplied  free  by  the  Council  for  use  in 
necessitous  cases. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  Encephelitis  Lethargica  notified 
during  the  same  period  was  five,  and  the  diagnosis  of  two  of  these, 
one  in  1921  and  one  in  1924,  was  more  than  doubtful. 

No  “ Riturn  Case  ” of  Scarlet  Fever  has  come  to  our  notice. 

The  County  Council  undertake  the  examination  of  bacteriological 
specimens,  free  of  charge  to  Medical  Practitioners,  at  their  Labora- 
tories, and  advantaged's  taken  of  this  in  the  District.  There  being 
no  hospital  accommodation.  Diphtheria  “ contacts  ” and  “ carrier 
cases”  of  this  disease  must  of  necessity  be  treated  as  well  as  possible 
in  their  homes. 

No  use  has  been  made  of  the  Schick  Test  in  Diphtheria  or  the 
Dick  Test  in  Scarlet  Fever. 

In  my  capacity  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  I have  not  considered 
it  necessary  to  carry  out  any  vaccinations  under  the  Public  Health 
(Small-pox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917.  I am  of  opinion  that  it 
makes  for  smoother  working  if  vaccination  is  left  to  the  District 
Public  Vaccinators  except  under  very  exceptional  circumstances, 
and  even  then  it  would  be  my  aim  to  co-operate  with  that  Officer 
in  having  this  work  carried  out. 

When  any  infectious  cases  are  notified,  or  otherwise  come  to 
my  notice,  it  has  always  been  my  custom  to  at  once  notify  the 
Head  Teacher  of  any  School  affected  and  advise  as  to  the 
exclusion  of  children  from  infected  households. 

Premises  are  disinfected  by  Formalin  generated  by  Formaiin 
Lamps. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  ( other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the 

'year  1925. 

The  Total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  Year,  with  the 
number  removed  to  Hospital  and  deaths  is  set  out  below  : — 


Total 

Cases. 

Removed  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

3 

0 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

0 

1 

Erysipelas 

10 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

24 

0 

10 

Puerperal  Fever... 

2 

2 

2 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

8 

0 

have  constructed  the  Table 

which 

follows  to  show 

the  Total 

number  of  new  cases  of  Tubercular  disease  coming  to  my  notice 
during  1925,  the  total  number  of  Deaths  from  the  same  disease 
which  occurred  during  that  period,  arranged  to  demonstrate  the 
distribution  as  to  the  age  period  and  sex,  and  distinguishing 
pulmonary  from  non-pulmonary  cases  : — 


TABLE  SHOWING  TOTAL  CASES  REPORTED  AND  DEATHS  FROM 
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NOTE  C — Cases. 
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At  the  close  of  the  Year  1925  1 estimate  that  the  total  number 
of  Tubercular  cases  in  the  District  are  as  follows : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

30 

36 

66 

Non- Pulmonary  Cases 

18 

22 

40 

All  Cases  ... 

48 

53 

106 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

My  Lord  Duke  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


THOMAS  FENTEM. 
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